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MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“No WEAPON THA? IS FORMED AGAINST THEE SHALL PRO FED; ‘AND EVERY TONGUE 
THAT SHALL RISE AGAINST THEE IN JUDGMEN. THOU S ALT CONDEMN. THIS Is THE 
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rz Vol. XI. 7. 187 3. Price One Peay. 
FROM, THE LIFE OF PREST. BRIGHAM: ‘YOUNG. 
nav 04 — 


THE ARRIVAL A SINGULAR SCENE IN THE 
BOT AT “AST FIND A HAPPY 1% A 


TER COMMISSIONERS 


The ooor-e of Vu ‘Vitei, 
pte iuat an exterminating 
war “tie & religious pcople, coupled 
he guurentee. which: Colouel 
nally given to the Gov- 
eat or übe essential loyalty of 
the mene, made the sendin: of 
Peace Commissioners imperative. An 
ie of the rigbt course once set 
by the, noble Kane, Prest. Buchauan 
hastened fo send Governor L. W. 
Powall, of Ketitucky, and Mejor Ben 
McCallow h, of Texas, to negotiate a 
bey arrived in the city in 
une, 1858. Wilford Woodruff's 
Jo l contains tbe following minute 
of their firs. council the 
lenders : 
Jun Lth.—The- Presiuenoy 
many lethers met with the Peace 
in the council house. Gov. 


und Mujor McCull from 
were then introdupest the 

1 7; as the Peace Com 
fis 40 


! 


1 
+ 


om |! 


Powell; ‘a ‘Senator elect trom Ken- 


* Eduard 1 W. Tullidge.) 


Powell spoke to the people, and in- 
formed us what. the President wished ; 
‘President Bucuanan 


ac ovr hands, 
has sent by them a): proclamation, 
accusing us of treason. and some 

other crimes, all of which charges are 
talse. Yet be pardons us fer all these 


offences, if we will be subject to the 


Constitution and laws of the United 
States, and if we will let his 2 
quarter in our Territory. He p 
himself that they should not in ere 
with our people, nor infringe upon 
any city, and and said that he had no 
right to interfere. with our religion, 
faith or practice. 

Tae Peace rio confirmed: 


the same. They did not wish to 
nd enquixe into the ‘atall, bas wished. 
let i all go and talk about the pre- 


sent and future. 
Reflections. 


| des zus because of our 


he found that ee would nat 


4 ve 4 


tro — 
thinking that it would be popular, 


— President Buchanan 
bad male war upon us, and wished to 
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2 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 
sustain him in it. He has got into a 
bad scrape, and wishes to get out of it 
the best he can. Now he wants peace, 
because he is in the wrong, and has 
met with a strong resistance from a 
_ high-minded people in these moun- 
tains, which he did not expect to meet. 
We are willing to give him peace upon 
any terms that are honorable; but 
net upon terms which are dishonorable 
tous. We have our rights and dare 
maintain them, trusting in God for 
vietory. The Lord has heard our 

rayers, and the President of the 
United States has been obliged to ask 
for peace. 


The naviette of Apostle Woodruff, in 


his idea of giving peace to James 
Buchanan, is something amusing, yet 
is there a severe democratic philosophy 
in it. He wants peace because he 
is in the wrong, and has met witha 
strong resistance from a high-minded 

ple,” is a passage that any Presi- 
dient of the United States might profit- 
ably lay under his official pillow, whe- 
ther in his administration towards a 
Utah or a Louisiana. But brother 
Woodruff's emphatic view that the 
Mormons could only consent to a 
peace on honorable terms, with his 
brave assertion that ‘‘we have our 
rights, and dare maintain them, trust- 

ing in God for victory,” has in it a 

touch of sublimity. 

That day also witnessed a striking 
example of Governor Young’s tact and 
resolation : 

The Peace Commissioners had laid 
their message before the council. Brig- 
ham had spoken, as well as the Peace 
Commissioners. The aspect of affairs 
was favorable. Presently, however, a 
well-known character was seen to 
enter, approach the ex Governor and 
whisper to him. He was from the 
Mormon army. There was at once a 
sensation, for it was appreciated that 


he brought some unexpected and im- 
portant news. Brigham arose; his 
» but severe. 


“Governor Powell, are you aware, 
air, that those troops are on the move 
towards the city ?” 

It cannot be !” exclaimed Powell, 
surprised, for we were promised by 
the General that they should not move 
till after this meeting.” 

“I have received a dispatch that | 
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they are on the march for this city, 
My messenger would not deceive me.” 

It was like a thunderclap to the 
Peace Commissioners ; they could offer 
no explanation. 

Is brother Dunbar present?“ in- 
quired Brigham. 

„Tes, sir,” responded the one called. 

What was coming now! 

„Brother Dunbar, sing Zion.” 

The Scotch songster came forward 
and sang the following soul-stirring 
lines, by Chas. W. Penrose : 


O ye mountains high, where the clear blue sky 
Arches over the vales of the free; 
Were the pure breezes blow, 
And the clear streamlets flow, 
‘How I’ve longed to your bosom to flee. 
O Zion ! dear Zion ! land of the free, 
My own mountain home, now to thee I have 


come, 
All my fond hopes are centred in thee. 
3 great and the wise all thy beauties 


ise, 
To 1 and pure thou art dear: 
Though the haughty may smile 
And the wicked revile, 
Tet we leve thy 


om tid to hear. 
O Zion ! dear Zion ! home of the free: 


Thou wert forced to fly to thy chambers en high, 
Yet we'll share joy or sorrow with thee. 


God will strengthen thy 


; 
On the necks of thy foes theu shalt tread, 
And their silver and gold, 
As the prophets have told, 
Shall be brought to adorn thy fair head. 
O Zien ! dear Zion ! home of the free: 
Soon thy towers shall shine with a splendor 


divine, 
And eternal thy glory shall be. 


Here our voices we'll raise, and we'll sing to thy 


Sacred home of the Prophets of God; 
Thy deliverance is nig 
| 
And the Gentiles shall bow ’neath thy red. 

O Zien ! dear Zion ! home of the free ; 
In a we'll bend, all thy rights we'll 
And our home shal] be ever with thee. 


The action of Brigham had been very 
simple in the case, but there was a 
world of meaning in it. Interpreted. 
it meant—‘‘Gentlemen, we have heard 
what President Buchanan and your- 
selves have said about pardoning us 
for standing up for our constitutional 
rights, and defending our lives and 
liberties. We will consent to a peace 
on honorable terms; but you must 
keep faith with us. Stop that army! 
or our peace conference is ended. 
Brethren, sing Zion. „Gentlemen, vou 


have our ultimatum ! 


‘ 
* * 
x ‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
2 
‘ 
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With the theme before him, the 
reader will fully appreciate what the 
inging of Zion“ meant. There 
have been times when the singing of 
that hymn by the thousands of the 
Saints has been almost as potent as 
that revolutionary hymn of France— 
the Marsellaise.“ This was such a 


time. 

After the meeting, McCullough and 
Governor Cumming teok a stroll toge- 
ther, for the purpose of chatting upon 
the affairs of the morning. : 

„What will you do with such a 
people ?” asked the Governor, with a 
mixture of admiration and concern. 

“D——n them! I would fight them, 
if I had my way, answered Mo- 
Cullough. 


„Fight them, would you? You 


| o'clock. 
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might fight them, but you would never 
whip them. They would never know 
when they were whipped! Did you 
notice the snap in those men’s eyes 


to-day? No, sir; they would never | 


know wher they were whipped !” 
And Governor Cumming was right. 

When did a God-fearing people, with 

providence seen in every foot-mark of 


their career, ever know that they wers 


whipped? Did ancient Israel? Did 
Cromwell and his Ironsides? Have 
the Mormons to this hour known it? 


They never will know it, so * = 


they remain a God-fearing and 
trusting people ! 


At night the Peace Commissioners — 


and the Mormon leaders were again in 
council, in private session, until ten 


[ro BE CONTINUED. | 


SWEET WOMEN. 
— 


The sweet woman of to day honors 
her duties and delights in her home. 
She knows what portion of life’s work 
is naturally assigned to her by the 
fitness of things and the best division 
of labor, and she does it; finding in 
the exact performance of those duties 
which nature and custom have laid on 
her both her place and her pride. 
She does not disdain the knowledge 
of averages when she looks over her 


's book and her butcher’s bill. 


She does not think the keys of the 
store-room her symbol of degradation, 
nor hold the nice condition of the 
linen something below her dignity to 
ensure. Sometimes she even takes it 
in hand to do a square inch or so of 
that kind of deft embroidery known 
as darning ; and does not leave all to 
the housemaid, whose fingers are hard 
and her needles sure to be large. 
She has even been known to possess 
a sly duster, hidden away in a safe 
recess ; and she has been seen to wipe 
the Dresden figures on the chimney- 
piece, and to dust the Salviati glass 
vases, in preference to allowing man 
or maid the dangerous privilege. 
But then this kind of woman is one to 
whom work is an honor, not a shame, 


2 


and who does not regard the sneers of 


fools. 


The sweet woman is also unfashion- 


able in loving her husband, and him 
only—in not caring to attract idle 
admiration or the homage of the more 
serious adorer. 
was for love, pure and simple ; and 


she did not look to her wifehood as to 


her papers of release from control anf 


her charter for unlimited freedom. 
She has not sailed near perilous shal- | 
lows, even in the most innocent flirta - 
tions, and she does not think it the 


confession of her charms that ‘she 
should be made the centre of unques- 
tionable attraction, an 
she thinks it the mar 


When she married it 


‘ 


more than 
of superior 


understanding to oppose her hdsbaad' 


for the better assertion of her own 


independence and dignity. She as 
no very decided opinions on politics, « 
women’s rights, or the doctriné of fate 


and free will. 
his conservatism ; high“ when he is 


She is not radical to“ 


broad; a bigot when he is liberal; 


or an agnostic when he is, reverent. 
She slips insensibly, and by the natural 
training of love, into the groove of 
thought where he finds himselsthtd 
holds his position to be the best v ail 


— 


— 
| 
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because it is bis. She is more content 
with his fame than she would be with 
her own; indeed, she finds hers in 
his, and would not care to be a person- 
age on her own account. She desires 
for hereelf, for her hovor and supreme 
rsonal happiness, ouly his love, only 

is healiy and prosperity ; and so 
long as he is safe her star is without a 
cloud to veil its biighiness. Her 
childver, while little, are not burden- 
some iniruders whose advent she 
counts us the greatest m'sfo, une thai 
could befa'l ber; nor aie they her 
importonate rivals wher crown up, 
as her sister who lives only for dress 
and gaieiy, and she who cores for 
nothing but intellezteal display and 
masculine ambition, find theirs. She 
loves them with the honest, hearty 
love of a woman who finds nothing to 
be ash. med of in ber instincts, and 
who tbinks that dress aud pleasure, 
ambition and public life, are of no 
account compared io the happiness of 
love and the glorious possession of 
children. She loves and is. beloved, 
acd fu'fils all ber duties owards those 
to whom sive has given life without a 
thought of self or a reyra: for sacrifice. 
As ihey grow up she is their friend, 
and her daughters treu ber as a sister, 
if io the sons she is sometning more 
recious than any sister could possibly 

— mother and siser, ideal of 
womenhood and saiut in one. 

She iz a true friend to those whem 
she alopts into the sacred circle of her 
affections ; and no ove ever knew her 
capricious or disloyal. Young wen go 
to her, as do girls, to pour ou’ the 
tale of ibe ir iroubles into ber ear; 
but uo ove makes her a confidante of 
his sins. She is pure in heart as in 
~ deed, and instinciively they who bave 
dark spois in their hisieries conceal 
them from her carefully, and let her 
see nothing that would degrade chem 
in her eyes. She has: noching iu 


common wich tbe horrors of life, if the 


affections and the sorrows ere hers by 
the right of the participation of zym- 


MILLENN/AL STAR. 


thy. Little children crowd round 

er as round 2. friend already known 
to them, and she seems io uaderatand 
them as by a second sense, and to 
soo-he them when no one else can. 
Her servenis love her as much as 
they respect her, and supplement their 
duty by an at achmeut which gives it 
a personal charm too often wanting; 
for she is wise in her manesemeni of 
them, es well as generovs, and treats 
then with human respect as well as 
with tbe guidance of a superior intelli- 
gence. In society, whew she appears 
with her sweet bright pure face, which 
is lovely from youth to age, she is the 
Light of one’s eyes” to more than 
one. Whatever sorrows she ‘as had, 
she has uever lost tbe sunny, frank 
affectionaieness which was ‘er ea, liest 
characterisiic, and none of her trials 
bave worn on her temper. She is 
ever ready to synipathize wiih others; 
and, while the tears are in tveir own 
eyes by reason of the sorrow ihut lies 
in her past, her sweeu small mouth 
smiles tenderly as she talks vo you of 
your ple:sures. Cheerivl and bright 
us the day, she is soit aud tender as 
the vishe ; religious and faithful to her 
creed, she is neither harsh to those 
who differ from her in their views, 
nor prone to judge of others from her 
own standpoint. Her life is true to 
itself all through; but true without 
being aggressive, faithful without 
being illiberal. Not often met with 
in these dislocated latter times, who 


does not love her when she is found? 


The fate which brings her into one's 
horizon is blessed beyond all others; 
and a chance meeting becomes consel.- 
idated into a friendship that counts- 
among the happiest of one’s life. 
Wherever she goes she carries witb 
her blessing and love, leaving behind. 
her admiration and regret ; but every 
one feels both the richer and the 
purer for having known her ; and the 
Sweet Woman of one’s world stands as 
the most precious of those whom we 
best prize and most truly love.— Queen. 
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HIGH COUNCILS, 


— 
Allusions are frequently made in| mysterious tribunal armed with ter- 
the public prints to the .‘‘ Mormon | rible powers and clothed with dreaded: 


High 00 


uncil,” as if it were some | authority. 


Seme explanations in re- 


2 
| 
| 
* 
4 
4 
* . 
— 
> 
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a. 
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_ gard to this matter may be of benefit 


to persons unfamiliar with our Church 
government, and will do no harm to 
the Latter-day Saints, many of whom 
are not as thoroughly acquainted as 
they migbt be with the order of the 
Priesthood, as revealed through the 
Prophet Joseph many years ago and 
published in the Book of Doctrine 


and Covenants. 


In every properly organized Stake 
ok Zion there is a High Council. A 
Stake of Zion is an organization 
-composed of a number of contiguous 
Wards, each of which is under the 
waichcare of à Bishop. The Stake is 
directed by a President and two Coun- 
selors. Tbe High Council is com- 
posed of Twelve High Priests, se- 
lected and set apart for this purpose, 
and sustained ‘n that position by the 
people of the Stake for whlch they 
act, at the regular Quarterly Confe- 
rence, at which all members, male 


aud female, have an equal vote. In 


its deliberations the High Council is 
presided over by the Presidency of 
the Stake. In the absence of the 
President, his Counselors, or either 
of them can preside, and he can pre- 


side alone in their absence, but the 


full Council consists of the President 
of the Stake, his two Counselo's and 
the Twelve High Priesis chosen for 
this position. Should any of the 
High Counselors be absent, if seven 
o more are present the places of the 
absentees can be temporarily filled by 


other High Priests, selected by the 


voice of the Council. 
The duty of these Councils is to 


-adjudicate upon important cases of 
difficulty which may arise among the 


members of the Church in the Stakes 
to which they belong. Cases of lesser 
importance are to be taken before the 
Bishops, who, with their Counselors, 


each form à lower court, appeals from 


which can be taken to the High Coun 


ils. Appeals from the latter can be 


taken to the Presidency of the Church, 
but not from one High Council to 


another, as each High Council stands 
on an equal footing, as to authority 


and power, with any other standing 
High Council. 

In trying any case presented, six 
Councilors sit on one side of the 
Council room and six on the other, 
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facing each other, with the Presidency 
at the head’and the clerk ut the foot. 
From one half of the Council speak- 
ers :.ct for the accuser, and from the 
other half those for the accused. In 
simple cases ope spealter on each side 
is sufficient ; in difficult cases two on 
each side being required, but in uo 
caso move than six speakers are per- 
mitied. The Councilors take turns as 
speakers by rotation. 

A case is presented by a written 
accusation, which is read by the clerk, 
when the accused may enier his plea. 
The evidence is then presented and 
witnesses heard ; the counter evidence 
and witnesses follow ; next the Coun- 
cilors on each side seal: for or against 
tne cas, aud the accuser «nd accused 
then have tbe privilege of speaking 
personally, Legal technicalities are 
not considered; fxcis, justice and 
equity being desired, and the Coun- 
cilors being required to contend for 
truth and riguteousvess and avoid 
partiality and personal f. voc. The 
s.eakers for the accusers wre nos re- 

aired co lean toward his view of the 
case; ucithera-e cho, e for the accused 
expected to defend him by taking ad- 
vaniage of anything wrong io screen 
or uoduly assist bim. Pe. tiſogging is 
‘not in order. Tue Council is not a 
court of law but of equity; and light 
is soushi for, so that the case may be 
seen as it is io trutb, and «s viewed 
by God and ungels. 

After all the evidences are in and 
the speakers and principals bave been 
heard, the President wives bis deci- 
sion, calling upon the Council to sus- 
tain it. Ii they do so by their uuwai- 
Mouse or mujority vote, it stauds. If 
any Councilor perceives an error in the 
decision tne case can be reviewed, and 
if additional light is presented, show- 
ing a necessi y for a change in the 
decision, it can be altered acco'dingly, 
otherwise it remains as enonecis ted. 

The Higb Council has power to 
enſorce is decrees, which musi be 
made in all rightcousness, mevkness, 
patieace, forbearance and justice, by 
excommunication of the offender from 
‘the Church, but claims uo right or 
power 0 inflict any physical or mate- 
rial punishment or pena'ty. 

None of the memheis or presidents 


of these Councils receive pay for their 


— 


* 1 
* 
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* 
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services, nor any fees from parties to 
' guits before them. Their services are 


entirely gratuitous. These Councils 


are of vast benefit to the Latter-day 


Saints. They save the expense, acri- 
mony, strife, and dissatisfaction that 
attend all law suits before secular 
courts. They offer the best of oppor- 
tunities that can be afforded for the 
thorough investigation and arbitration 
of cases in dispute. They are com- 
posed of men who are disinterested 
and unbiased, and, acting in the fear 
of God as His servants, they have 
the highest motives to render a just 
judgment. It is rare that their de- 
cisions are rejected, for the general 
sentiment is, that a conclusion ar- 
rived at by a body of disinterested 
men like those of which these Coun- 
cils are composed, ought to be ac 
quiesced in by all persons immediately 


| 


concerned. 
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When it is considered that every 
High Council trial involves the ab. 
sence from business of fifteen men 
besides the parties to the suit an 
their witnesses, it will be clearly per. 
ceived that trivial and unimportant 
cases should never be brought before 
such a tribunal. 

The secret and mysterious nature 
and power of High Councils is, like 
a great many other popular notions of 
‘‘ Mormon” polity, a mere figment of 
a disordered imagination. They form 


the most incorruptible, inexpensive, 


equitable and satisfactory courts er 
boards of arbitration in the world, 
and their constitution, authority, pro- 
cedure, influence and effect afford one 
very important evidence of the Divine 
origin of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints.—Deseret News, 


* 


“GOOD-BYE FOREVER.” 


The last words spoken by the cele- 
brated actor, Edwin Adams, were 
addressed to his wife. Good bye, 
Mary, said he, ‘‘ good-bye, forever“ 
Can there be anything more dreadful 
for two loving hearts joined together 
in the struggle of life to contemplate, 
than final and eternal separation ? 
Death, to those who have no assurance 
of the life beyond, must be indeed 
awful, and its advent must bring the 
horror of dark despair. Its terrors can 
be little less to those who believe in 
the life to come, and yet have neither 
promise nor prospect of reunion and 
the restoration of the fond delights of 
true marriage, perfected and perpetu- 
ated in immortal existence. 

To bid our friends and relatives a 
last farewell is food enough for bitter 
anguish. But to look upon the face 
of husband or wife with the conviction 
that we shall see it no more, that when 
our eyes close in the darkness of the 
sleep of death we shall never wake 
again; or that, waking, the joys and 
tender emotions, the exquisite sympa- 
thies, the loving responses of heart to 
heart and soul to soul shall never be 
renewed ; that the partner of our 
pened being, a portion of our very 


life, is henceforth to be rent from us 
forever; that the grave-clods shall be 
a wall of division between us which 
can never be thrown down ; and that 
through all the eternity to come we 
shall remain separate, single, and un- 
sexed, is a thought sufficient to clothe 
Death with terrors appalling to a stoic 
heart, and justify the deepest mourn- 
ing and the wildest grief. 

And yet what promise, apart from 
the revelations of the latter days, is 
given to any, of a different future? 
The whole world was in darkness on 
this momentous question, until the 
light of eternal life beamed down from 
the Sun of Righteousness, and was 
reflected upon the earth through the 
Prophet and Seer, Joseph Smith. The 
doctrine of celestial—or eternal — 
marriage, dissipates the gloom and 


| dispels the horror which surround the 


death-bed, and the parting of twain 
that have been made one, and bright- 
ens the sepulchre with such tokens of 
coming joy, that present sorrow gives 
way to the assurance of future union, 
and the tears of mourning are chased 
by the smile begotten of faith, and 
quickened by the spirit of heavenly 
promise. 


a 
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There is nothing in all the vast 
fund of truth revealed of God to man, 
which embodies such a wealth of 
pleasure, and opens up such an ave- 
nue to a comprehension of the mys- 
tery of the great beyond, as that one 
chapter from the book of life. Mar. 
riage in its fullness is here made plain. 
It is ordained of God. It is not de- 
signed simply for time, but reaches 
into eternity. It is not merely for the 
body, but for the whole being, body 
and spirit. It is not designed for tem- 
porary or temporal convenience, but 
for everlasting purposes, glorious and 
divine. It is the basis of an immor- 


tal structure; the beginning of an 


endless kingdom, the commencement 
of a deathless dominion over an ever 
increasing posterity. Its essential 
ceremonies are divinely ordained, and 
when administered by legitimate au- 
thority, what is sealed on earth is 
sealed in heaven. And those who are 
faithful to its conditions have a mutual 
claim, each upon the other, for time 
and for eternity. Death may inter- 
vene and lay its cold hand upon 
either or both partners to the ever 
lasting unien, but their separation is 
but for a moment when compared with 
the ages before them, in which, by 
virtue of the bonds of the everlasting 
covenant, they are joined togetber 


as one flesh, to triumph over death, 


hell and the grave, and enter through 
the strait gate into the upper chamber 
of the Holy Ones, to mingle with that 
society in which the man is not with. 
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out the woman nor the woman without 
the man.” 

The grand object of the union of 
the sexes is here set forth ; and those 
who receive of the spirit of that reve- 
lation can look throvgh the dark 
shadows of the tomb and discern the 
glories and beatitudes of that life and 
immortality which this Gospel brings 
to light. With them there is no good 
bye, forever.” The future is but half 
concealed, and its realities press so 
closely and vividly upon their inward 
senses that doubt is banished, to-day 
is but a measure of the eternity for 
which and in which they live; and 
the dissolution of the body and the 
momentary separation from family and 
kindred effect no disruption of the ties 
which hold them together in everlast- 
ing compact. Instead of moaning, 
„ good bye, forever,” they can feel 
and say, farewell for a little season; 
I go to prepare a place for you, that 
where I am ye may be also.” And 
this is just as much a matter of fact 
with them as the sweet good night” 
when darkness and rest arrive, ut- 
tered in full expectation of saying 
„good morrow,” when the rising sun 
brings light and life again. And to 
none but the wilfully corrupt and 
evil, who love the darkness rather 
than the light, who deny the truths 
which have been made plain to their 
understandings and are found fighting 
against God and His Christ, need they 
ever express these sad words of final 
parting, ‘*‘ good bye, forever.” — 
Deseret News. 


— 


Strona CHARACTERS.— Strength of character consists of two things, power 


of will and power of self-restraint. It requires t vo things, therefore, for its 


existence — strong feelings, and strong command over them. 


Now we all very 


often mistake strong feelings for strong character. A man who bears all 
before him, before whose frown domestics tremble, and whose bursts of fury 
make the children of the household quake—because he has his will obeyed, 
and his own way in all things—we call him a strong man. The truth is that 
he is the weak man ; it is his passions that are strong; he mastered by them 
is weak. You must measure the strength of a man by the power of those that 
subdue him. And hence, composure is very often the highest result of strength. 
Did we never see a man receive a flagrant injury, and then reply quietly? 
That is a man spiritually strong. Or did we never see a man in anguish, 
stand, as if carved out of solid rock, mastering himself? Or one bearing a 


_ hopeless daily trial, remain silent, and never tell the world what cankered his 


home peace? That is strength. He who, with strong passions, remains 
chaste ; he who, keenly sensitive, with many powers of indignation in him, 
can be provoked and yet restrain himself, and forgive—these are the strong 
men, the spiritual heroes of mankind. | ig 
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THE LATTER- DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 1877 


THE OPENING YEAR. 


In the order of man we have turned another page. Universal history moves 
for ever onward, through its wild mutations and everlasting change. Indivi- 
dual history opens aud closes with every fleeing particle of time; from the 
babe who barely emerges into the heavy atmesphcre of earth, to che patri- 
archal man who toothless and wearily sipks away, there is au infinite variety 
of experience and of passage, fo every phase of life's history 's individual and 
unique, no two possessing the seme unfoldings, or meeting the same circum- 
stances ; no two are so linked—even i: a family—as io move tozecher, 

„Two lives with but a single ont, 

Two hearts that beat as one.“ 
Nature expresses herself wiih a wonderfal fertility of variety in all ber magni- 
ficent domain. Some savy that no two leaves or hlades of grass, or flowers of 
the fertile eacih are made alike ; if this is the case in the silen. recesses and 
open fields of the vegetable kingdom, how much more irvthful and significant 
in the kingdom of soul, in the reulms of intelligent being,—there, fur students 
is a field the ages can help explore, there a problem which yet remains un- 
solved. 

Many have soughi to enquire into the remote causes of this mvrvelous 
diversity, to tind the key by wich to enter into the secrets of the great arcana 
of circumstance and surroundings, of entrauce and of exit, of life or death. 

Between the great extremes of chance (blind and disorderly) on the one hand, 

and fell fatality and decree o the other, there exisis a vast expanse whose 

horizon is not bounded by either chance or fate ; there must be and is, a great 
underlying principle and current of notion, of order, rule, design, throughout 
this chaos seen by human eyes; some principle which, reaching into the eterni- 
ties of the past, gresps the present and anticipates the future; something 
which harmonizes the fiat of the Gods and the agency of man, hich harmonizes 
the law of justice, and provides abundanily by the law of compensation for all 
the toilsome surroundings and weariness of the flesh; from the beneficence of 

Deity, from the warm impulses of a Father’s heart, from the inevitable nature 
of his love and wisdom, there must, is, and will be evolved every character- 

istic and condition worthy of so lofty and grand a source. 

If men were as fully accomplished in the science of theology, in the science 
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ol lives, as they are in what is called natural science, they might sweep by the 
telescope of intelligence the vast ranges ef the eternities, as easily as they now 


sweep the infinitudes of the universe, measuring the constellations, and giving 
to the stars their names. By the telescope of revelation, ‘‘ the secrets of the 
Lord are with them that fear him,” and be will do nothing, but he revealeth 


his secrets unto his servants the Prophets,” so that the purpose and end of 


| being, its ponderous problems, its maze of contrarietics, its apparent evils, its 


fearful sorrows, the groaning desperation of the fea may be aan and 


understood, may justify the ways of God to man.’ 

In the wondrous revelation of pre-existence lays concealed much which 
tends in this direction, much which is calculated to soothe and soften many 
of the heart-absorbing questions which ebb and flow, according to the provi- 
dences we nicet ; in the fact.that God is the Father of our spirits, that in his 


presence was our primal home, that there we had our associations, our friend- 


ships, our loves, our life; that there we had our agency, our choice to be val- 
iant; neutral, or disloyal; our opportunities for education, for acquiring know- 
ledge, for comprebending the necessity of tabernacle, und the discipline of 


_ earth’s probation ; from these ideas come troopiag questions which seem to give 


solution in the asking, touching all the interests and conditions of earth life 


with a lustre of its own; maybe nere is the key which will explain how one 


is born in England and one in Asia, how one is born in affluence and another 
in poverty, how one is born of parents where {religious training is imperative, 
and another is born in the haunts of vice and dens of sin; it was said by Pre- 


sident Young many years ago, that so great was the anxiety of spirits to 


secure tabernacle (from an understanding of iis importance) that they were 
willing to accept the risks and exposure incident to the very lowesi dens of 


human life.“ —this appears to imply more or less choice or ageney, and may 


imply much more than this. 

We have on earth our family groupings, our heaven finds its locale there, the 
dear wife, the good mother, the indulgent father, children loving and beloved, 
all life’s impulses thrill to sweetest music there ; but there comes a separation, 
the loving wife and gentle mother lays down to sleep, the father winning the 
daily bread suddenly wakes no more the echo of his feet, the child (beautiful 


as Paradise and quick as light) ‘wines no more its fragile arms around the 


loved of home; the tendrils which affection cher ished with so much. cure are snap- 
ped by the hand of death, until sorrow setiles like a cloud upon the hearthstone, 
and we step lightly lest we disiurb the peaceful dead, and the stricken beart 
maybe yielding to the intensity of feeling, pours out reproaches in its lavish 
haste; a child—blessed, a man—anointed, a woman—sealed, each spite of 
attentions and ofttimes me when most needed sinks to the silent grave; 
who can explain these withering facts of life? From the time when in 
Ramah there was a voice heard lamentation and mourning, Rachel weeping for 
her children, and refusing to be comforted because they are not,“ to but yes- 
terday when the last blossom was garnered to the hosts beyond, the same tra- 


gedy is cuntinually repeated to a crowded world. Can we think of all thése 


Providences as the resuli of accident.or chance? Came these units to our 
family circle without pre-arrungement, and pass they away without consulta- 


tion or consent? or rather did we not covenant and agree to accept these 
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apparently extraordinary contingencies, to take (without experience of course) 
all the risks of probable or possible circumstance or surroundings? Are the 
children in our habitations there by accident, or do they ever get into a house 
unwelcomed and astray? Or can we not father believe that order characterizes 
this coming and this going; that every purpose is accomplished by a brief visit 
as by those which are more extended: that no hiatus occurs in history, no 
break in the chain of order, no possibilities suspended, no gap made in the 
great highway of purpose to be filled by bungling workmen in their narrow 
moods ; or that there is a continual clashing of the probable or possible, and the 
mevitable or final. This does not appear to be the faith of the Gospel, the 
design of the Almighty, or the faith of the Saints ; these include what Paul 
wished for when he desired that the hearts of the Colossians might be com- 
forted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance 
of understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of Gud, and of the 
Father, and of Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge.” 

Those who have received of these things are unshaken even in calamity, 
they ‘‘ possess their souls in patience,” tkey learn to say not my will but 
thine be done ;” understanding and realizing the purport of life, the benefits, 
blessings, and wealth-endowing power of its organizations and associations. 
in the Gospel, they know of no severance only that which is momentary; they 
know not of death or sorrow, for the Gospel is life and peace ;” they recognize 
no chaos, for Order is heaven’s first laws ;” they see no accident or chance, 
for Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world ;” 
they see that the exercise of man’s agency thwarts not the purpose of the 
Almighty, for he will cause the wrath of man to praise him,” and out of 
evil bring forth good ; they ‘‘ mourn, not as those without hope,” but are like 
that charity, which beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things ;” trusting in Him “ for the redemption of the body.” 


So when the missionary of the cross is called to wander on an inhospitable 
soil, to give up the endearments of home, the society of the loved, the prattle 
of his children, and the wealth of friends, he accepts it with all its possibilities. 
and contingencies, changes occur in his absence, and no caress will greet him 
from those who in his absence have passed away ; the voice whose tones were 
music, whose wish was law, is hushed, yet he desires to ‘‘ endure hardness as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ,” to have that faith which says, ‘‘ the Lord gave 
and the Lord taketh away, blessed be the name of the Lord ;” if the past 
year began in sorrow and ended in grief, the New Year may run over with 
blessing, and eternity will certainly restore to the faithful every good which 
belonged to time; the trials, perplexities, chastenings and separations of 
life are of divine appointment, administered by a divine hand, and when we 
return to our Father’s house we shall (being divested of this body of flesh} 
„ge again as we are seen and know as we are known,” memory will unlock 

its treasure-honse, every covenant will be remembered, every association will 
be renewed, every separation will be understood, the chain will be complete, 
the mystery explained, the problem (solved, it will indeed be the opening 
of the Lear!“ 

H. W. N. 
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AxRTVAI.— On Sunday, Dec. 30th, at 10 p. m., Elder N. C. Flygare arrived 
in Liverpool per S. S. Idaho, en route for Scandinavia and Sweden, for which 
points he left, Liverpool on Jan. Ist, at 11 a. m., in splendid spirits. 


CHANGES. Hider A. Miner is released from the Glasgow, to labor in the 
Birmingham Conference. 
Elder A. Dunford i is released ican the a to labor in the Manchester 


Conference. Me 


Wanrep.—Clean or otherwise, JournaL or Discouksks— Vol. 8, 
Nos. 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 22. Vol. 9, Nos. 12, 17, 20. Vol. 10, 
Nearly all. Vol. 11, No. 7. Thanks for those received. 


FESTIVITIES OF THE SEASON. 
— — | 
On Christmas Day a Tea-party and entertainment was given in the Tempers 
ance Hall, Manchester, and afterwards a general entertainment, including solo, 


part, and choir singing with chorus, also readings, recitations, etc. A free, 
good time was enjoyed. Prest. S. L. Richards conducted the affair. Elders 


: H. W. Naisbitt and C. W. Nibley were present. 


A similar tea- party and entertainment was held in Bury on the same day, at. 
which Elders D. D. McArthur and A. A. Kimball were present. 


Christmas Day was celebrated by the Saints in Leeds, who held a Tea and 


Entertainment in their usual successful manner. Prest. am and Elders 


Beatie and Branch were present. : 


A Concert was held in Hockley chapel, Birmingham, on Dec. 26th, for the 
benefit of the poor, so they might improve the holiday a little. Prest. P. H. 
Robinson supervised, brother Ash took charge of the choir, and Elder Saneger 
of the children. A very enjoyable time was had by all who attended. 


The Liverpool Saints had a good time also on the 26th; tea, etc., was sup- 
plied in abundance ; the room was nicely decorated ; all the childten were 
present, and took part in the after entertainment. Several outside friends 
also took part in the singing, recitations, etc., which made a very agreeable 
change. Visitors from Preston, Midge Hall, and Southport, also were heartily 
welcomed and invited to come again. Prest. Barratt, Elders Steele, Nibley - 
and Naisbitt were present, and unite in saying the Liverpool Branch did well. 


Sunday, Dec. 30th, Elder H. W. Naisbitt spoke in Birmingham, afternoon 
and evening. On Monday, in connection with brother Nibley, Prest. Judd, 
and Elders J. Bull, jun., Lorus Pratt, W. Ashworth, and E. W. McIntyre, a 
very pleasant time was had by the hospitality of brother and sister Spokes, and 
mother ; singing, speaking, and recitation was the order of the time, the 
interesting girls cheerful, obliging, and prompt in response, gave charm to the 
occasion, and gladdened the passing of the Old and inauguration of the New 


Year. Jan. 2nd was spent by the Elders at Wolverhampton, where Mr. 


Walsh and family gave us hearty welcome; sister Walsh and Miss Jennie and 
Agnes did their best to give us an agreeable time, the piano and voices were in 
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great requisition, and a dance or two brought to memory many pleasant hours 
at home. Prest. Brewster, of Wolverhampton Branch, and family, were in- 


-cluded. 2 


Conference was held in Glasgow Dec. 30th, where no doubt the brethren 


and Saints ended the old year right. 
and in Bolton also, Jan. 1st. 


In London oeleb ation was attended to 
Invitations kindly received from each place were 


regretfully unfilled, but the pleasure of visit is only for a season deferred. 


God bless the Saints with a Happy New Year. 


H. W. N. 


— 


MINUTES OF THE WELSH CONFERENCE, 
HELD IN THE CROSS KEYS, MERTHYR TYDFIL, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1877. 


— — 


Present on the Stand from Utah 
Jos. Hyrum Perry, Prest. 
Welsh Conference; 
W. N. Williams. Walter J. Lewis, and 
Thomass F. Howells, Traveling iildevs 
in the s. me; also Daniel Jacobs, 
Presi. of, and John R. Young, Tra- 


veling Elder in che Bristol Conference. | 


11 Am. 
Con ſereuce called to order by Prost. 
Parry. Choir sang. Up, aweke, ye 
- @efeulers of Ziou,” etc. Prayer by 
Elder John Jones. Choir sang, ‘- Nid 
Des ymit ond gorthrymde™,” cic. 
Prest. Parry was glad to tee su many 
Saints presen:, and desired thai they 
exercise their faith and prayers, so 
that all who spoke migb enjoy ihe 
Spirit of the Lord, and thus havea 
good time. If they live their religion, 
they will not Jaciz revelation or iuspi- 
ration io guide them in the way of 
righieovsness. We should seek che 
Spirit of the Lord, and enjoy iv under 
all circomstauces, iu meeving er else- 
where. | 
Elder T. F. Howells expressed the 
pleusare be bad in speaking in defence 
of the principles of the Gospel, as hey 
were the troth, and trucli would stand 
in spiie of all thet might be dove by 
the wicked. He aryged ihe Saints to 
seek the Lord i» payer, and exercise 
faith in him, who is able to coinfort 
and console under all trials and diffi- 
culties, bu. nov to trost in man, nor 
make flesh their arm.“ It was with 
pleasure that he came here to assist 
the servants ef God in proclaiming the 
Gospel to those who ure in darkness, 


of the 
Leuis Howell, 


and bore a faithful testimony to the 
work o God. 

Elder Louis Howell, in addressing 
the mecting in Welsh, said that we 
believe in divect revelation from God 
to lead and direct the Church in these 
last days. Referred to God revealing 
himself io Moses, commanding him to 
gather the children of Israel from 
Egypt to the promised land. We have 
a greater work io perform in this dis- 
pensation—n.amely, that of gathering 
tue bonest in heart from che four 
quarters of the globe to the place which 
the Lord hach appointed, there to be 
united in establishing the kingdom of 
God, which is to be set up in the last 
days, wever to bé thrown down or 
given .o anotber people; declared 
that the Latter-day Saints are the 
nucleus of that kingdom—they are 
prepariog for the second coming of the 
Savior. Closed by counseling the 
Sainus to be diligent, that they may 
stand amongst the faithful. 

Elder W. J. Lewis followed and said, 
that tbe.inspired words of the servants 
of God were his words to ihe people. 
When Jesus sent his disciples out to 
reprove the world, he chose them not 
on account of their learning, but he 
gave them power and authorityy and 
the Spirit of God; these were their 
only qualifications, and all that were 
necessary to declare the simple truths 
of the Gospel, There is no salvatien 
except in and through obedience to 
ebe Gospel as taught by the Savior, 
with the use and power of all its gifts 
und blessings as anciently enjoyed. 
The Elders from Ziou are here to 
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preach the Gospel to the unrepentant, 
and it is the duty of che Suints to 
assist by doing all in their nower to 
bring as may outsiders to theiy meet- 
ings as possible, and set a worthy ex- 
ample before the world, that their 
lives migbe be a living testimony to 
the teachin: of the Elders. 

The statistical report of the Con- 
ference for the last six months ending 
December 31st, was then read and ac- 


cepted. 
Prest. Parry then presented the 


authorities of the Church of Jesus 


Christ of Latter-day Saints as oow or- 
auized iv Zion, who were sustained 
ya unanimous vote of the Conference. 

The Conference also unanimously sus- 

tained Jos. Hyrum Parry, Prest.; 


Louis Howell; W. N. Williams, Walter 


J. Lewis end Thos. F. Howells, Travel- 
ing Elders of the Welsh Conference. 


The local Priesthood was also sus- 
tained by a unanimous vote. 


Singing, We thank Thee, O God, 


for a Prophet, etc.” Benediction by 


Elder Edw. Joseph. 


2.30 p. m. 
Co nmenced with singing an an- 
them. Prayer by Elder Thomas. 
Singing, O hyfryd amser ddaw.” 
Elder Daniel Jacobs said that he felt 
at home among his brethren who are 
here to preach the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, without money aod without 
rice, as did the Apostles of old. The 
ingdom of God has commenceé upon 
the earth, and we are not only to 
preach the Gospel of repentance, but 
to warn the people of the judgements 
of the Almighty. Jesus says that 
This Gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a 
witnes3; unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come.” And they that 
reject it will have to suffer the conse- 
uences. There are many sects and 
enominations, who preach various 
ways by which to obtain salvation, 
continually coutending. one with ano- 
ther, yet all in expectuiion of going to 
heavcn. If men go there by these 


ways which they have laid down for 


themselves, there will be just as mach 
confusion in heaven as there is among 
them here. We bave not learned tuat 
the Lord has revealed any other plan 
of salvation, and any one teaching 
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otherwise than did the Savior and his 
Apostles. do so on their own respon- 
sibility. This Gospel which we preach 
bas been re-revealed io this generation 
by an holy angel, as veclared by John. 
(Rev. xiv, 6, 7.) 

Elder W. N. Williams preached in 
Welsb, and showed how unrersonable 
it wes fo- an angel to bring again the 
Gospel if it wes already upon the earth, 
or to command that every nation and 
people should worsbip the Lord, if 
they were already worshippivg Him. 
We preach the one Gospel that was 
taught by Peter anc. Paul, wita every 
cif: spoken of in ithe Scripta-es, and 
we read, (Gal. i, 8, 9,) tbat if any 
mav teach ocherwise, he sball be ac- 
cursed. Yet we are called false teach- 
ers, false propheis, etc.; but Jesus 
said, By ibeir fruits ye shall know 
them.” He testified of the good works. 
of the Latter-doy Saints, and their 
devotedn«-ss to ihe cause of iruth, af- 
ter believiog, repenting, and being 
baptized by one having authority, and 
then having hands laid upon them for 
tue gift ok the Holy Ghost. N 

Choir sang an an them, Hosan- 


nah.” Benediction by Elder Thomas 


Jones. 

5.30 p. m. 
Commenced wit) singing, Daith 

yr aw: i feibion Duw,” etc. Prayer 


by Elder T. F. Howells. Singing, 


O my Fa.her thou that dwellest.“ 
Elder W. J. Lewis was the first 
called on, and preached in Welsh on 
the first principles, showius that there 
can be but one plan of salvation, aud 
that was ceriainly ihe one that Jesus. 


and his Apostles iiughi to the world 


and practised ihemselves; Jesus said, 
„) am the way, the truth. and the 
light.” Notwithsiauding his there 
are many different moces of worship. 
preached, and all professing to be 
believers in him, yes tere is but one 
Gospel—one Straight und aarrew 
way. 

Elder J. R. Youvg followed, saying 
he was very glad so meet again wi 


the Welsh Saints; then geve a brief 

account of his labors iv the Bristol 

Conference. 

generation are tavored by oe 
0 


He showed how this 


ot obeyiog the Gospel. Go 
as much affection aud love for us to- 
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